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to myself Professor Thomson as an aged and severe
philosopher and rather dreaded an introduction to him.
One evening I was sitting reading by lamplight, when I
heard hurried steps coming up the stairs: the door
opened and in came a tall, fair-haired young man, who,
not waiting to be announced, said with a most radiant
smile, " Where is Fleeming ? Are you his wife ? I must
see him. I am William Thomson." Then he spoke a few
kind words of congratulation on my recent marriage,
and I saw for the first time that benevolent bending of
his eyes on the person to whom he spoke that always
remained, and increased, I think, with the years. But
the splendid buoyancy and radiance, which made me say
to my husband when he came in later, " I have had a
visit from Professor Apollo," I never saw again. It was
in the following winter that Professor Thomson met with
the accident which lamed him for life.

' From that time forward I often saw Professor Thom-
son. He and Fleeming were experimenting together on
submarine telegraphic instruments. As Professor Thom-
son lived in Glasgow, our house in London became the
place where the experiments were carried on, and our
dining-room the workshop. Gradually, as the number of
instruments increased, our dining space became smaller,
till I seem, remembering, to see Professor Thomson and
Fleeming and me dining together hurriedly on a little
island in the middle of the room, surrounded by an ever
rising tide of galvanometers, coils of wire, and mechanism
of all sorts. After dinner they used to set to work and
work for hours. I used to make coffee and tea and carry
it in to them from time to time, and sometimes I was
trusted to sit with a watch in my hand and count the
seconds between one flitting flash of light and the next
on the instrument then in hand.

* I say we dined hurriedly, because Lord Kelvin always
did, or seemed to me always to do, everything at top-
most speed. When he came, it was always in a hansom
cab, in fpput Qf which he stood, urging the driver oif and